
 

2018 Winnipeg Municipal Election - Candidate Questionnaire 
Responses 

 
In September 2018, Make Poverty History Manitoba sent out a questionnaire with four questions 
for Winnipeg mayoral and council candidates. 
 
We asked candidates, if elected: 
1. Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
2. What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
3. How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of 
poverty? 
4. Anything further to add? 
 
Candidate responses have been included as written. They are presented in order of appearing 
on the ballot. 

Mayoral Candidates 
Candidates: Umar Hayat, Doug Wilson, Don Woodstock, Jenny Motkaluk, Ed Ackerman, Brian 
Bowman, Tim Diack, Venkat Machiraju 
 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 

 
Umar Hayat: 
No response. 
Doug Wilson: 
No response. 
Don Woodstock: 
A meaningful plan is exactly what this issue needs.  Objectives and Timelines will be 
implemented if there is to be success. 
Jenny Motkaluk: 
No response. 
Ed Ackerman: 
No response. 
Brian Bowman: 
I support Make Poverty History Manitoba’s goals and am committed to working with community 



 

organizations to reduce poverty in our city and improve the lives of all Winnipeggers. I 
acknowledge that poverty is complex and that poverty reduction can be effective only when all 
levels of government as well as community stakeholders work collaboratively and in a 
coordinated fashion. The City of Winnipeg, given its jurisdictional and fiscal limitations, cannot 
reduce poverty alone. 
Tim Diack: 
I’m a beat cop in Point Douglas. I have dealt with poverty and everything else that a city can 
produce. 
Venkat Machiraju: 
No response. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
 
Umar Hayat: 
No response. 
Doug Wilson: 
No response. 
Don Woodstock: 
We will cut off all Corporate Welfare (giving to a bunch of millionaires that do not need our 
money), and invest heavily into the core communities through A) a Housing First strategy and B) 
investing into recreational facilities/programs/activities such as arts, music, sports - keeping the 
youth engaged and out of trouble. Sports Capital not crime capital. 
Jenny Motkaluk: 
No response. 
Ed Ackerman: 
No response. 
Brian Bowman: 
The City of Winnipeg already tackles poverty on many fronts, including grant funding for 
numerous community organizations as well as the Winnipeg Housing Rehabilitation 
Corporation, and a Fee Subsidy Program for recreation and leisure for families falling below the 
Low Income Cut Off, all of which I continue to support. 
During my term in office, I established the Winnipeg Promise Initiative to encourage greater 
access to post-secondary participation among low-income families; facilitated, along with End 
Homelessness Winnipeg and the Downtown Winnipeg BIZ, the creation of an Unsafe 
Panhandling Steering Committee made up of numerous stakeholders, including those with lived 
experience, to connect panhandlers to a continuum of services and employment opportunities; 
and recently supported a pilot project that will see Mother Earth Recycling divert discarded 
mattresses and spring boxes from the landfill and employ individuals with multiple barriers to 
employment. 



 

But there is still more we can do. I supported a motion at a June Executive Policy Committee 
meeting directing the Public Service to present options and recommendations on specific 
measures to further reduce poverty in Winnipeg within existing budgets. I also supported a 
motion at a July Executive Policy Committee meeting directing the Public Service to present 
options and recommendations on a new low income bus pass program for consideration in the 
2019 Budget. 
Moreover, I am committed to have the City of Winnipeg continue funding End Homelessness 
Winnipeg. It is equally worth noting that I have endorsed in principle Main Street Project’s 
shelter redevelopment plan at the former Mitchell Fabrics building. Finally, CentreVenture is 
currently accepting Expressions of Interest from non-profit housing developers to build 
affordable units at Market Lands where the former PSB and civic parkade stand. 
Tim Diack: 
I have put some ideas up on diackformayor.ca and I am the only one putting in writing to have a 
proper breakfast program in schools. Truancy is a big problem in my area. 
Venkat Machiraju: 
No response. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Umar Hayat: 
No response. 
Doug Wilson: 
No response. 
Don Woodstock: 
First thing I will do is have a 'listening ear' and instead of hiring 'outside consultants' who will tell 
them what to do, I will empower the people living in the community by putting them in charge. 
Jenny Motkaluk: 
No response. 
Ed Ackerman: 
No response. 
Brian Bowman: 
I will continue to engage and work collaboratively with community stakeholders, including those 
with lived experience, to further find ways to reduce poverty. 
Tim Diack: 
I’m not going to knock any other candidate, but watch my direct answers and first hand 
experience. Use that to judge who will serve the people of Winnipeg best. 
Venkat Machiraju: 
No response. 
 
 
 
 

http://diackformayor.ca/
http://diackformayor.ca/


 

Anything further to add? 
Don Woodstock: 
The community needs to stop voting for politicians that only 'talk' and make empty promises.  I 
have lived in the West End/North End for more than 8 years, and all I see are people drawing 
political lines, supporting candidates that do absolutely nothing to rid our city of issues.  It is 
cheaper to put people in a home and provide services for them than to leave folks on the street. 
I want Winnipeg to be the 8th city in Canada to end homelessness. The lack of housing, mental 
health, drugs, crime, poverty - all intertwine.  We have to start investing into the core 
communities. When the core is healthy - the rest of society will be healthy. Just like your heart - 
if it is healthy then the rest of your body will be. A paradigm shift is needed. 

 

Council Candidates 
 

Charleswood - Tuxedo 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Kevin Nichols: 
After reading your Poverty Reduction plan I find it coincides with all that I believe and have run 
to support in the past.  I would love to champion this cause and make Winnipeg one of the 
major urban centres in Canada to make poverty cease to exist.  It would appear that there does 
need to be a champion for this cause at City Hall and I would be that person. I will commit to 
timelines, achievable targets and steps to reduce poverty with the goal to eventually eliminate it. 
Ken St George: 
Thank you for the opportunity. I will absolutely champion and harness any efforts to any poverty 
reduction initiative. As a public service provider in health, in nursing, dedicated to the core of 
Winnipeg for 12 years, I witness first hand how poverty has direct relation to determinants of 
health as well as socioeconomic issues. Also, as a founder of a non profit, in partnership with 
Main Street Project, I recognize this issue, in a fashion that many council candidates would not 
see. 
Kevin Klein: 
Thank-you for your email, and the important work you are doing. 
Poverty is indeed a prevalent problem in our city. A better understanding of underlying issues 
and root causes will go a long way to identifying viable long-term solutions. 
If elected, I look forward to discussing these issues with you further. 



 

Grant Nordman: 
No response. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Kevin Nichols: 
The City of Winnipeg has identified targets for poverty reduction in many documents such as the 
Plan Winnipeg document.  Reaching out to groups such as yours, in conjunction with other 
stakeholders, the City can implement as many recommendations as are needed to alleviate 
poverty in our City.  This will also include entering into talks with the Provincial and Federal 
governments to which I have ties. Programs such as training and mentorships can be 
introduced in the City to provide meaningful employment with educational opportunities. 
Ken St George: 
I wish, as a strategic plan to promote affordable housing, and support poverty reduction 
strategies, to implement a social impact fee, towards capital corporate welfare contributions. 
That is, to return a percentage of private business contributions by the city, directly to non profit 
service community service providers, the true experts in social issue resolution. 
Kevin Klein: 
No response. 
Grant Nordman: 
No response. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Kevin Nichols: 
All stakeholders should be consulted as there is no one solution to this problem.  And there is 
no one problem that can be attributed to the cause of poverty. Like any problem solving model, 
the need for experts is paramount and this would be the people with lived experience of poverty. 
Good ideas do not come from just one person, but a variety of people. Identifying the problems 
are the start to the solution and I would be more than happy to champion that cause. 
Ken St George: 
Why are they the true experts? Because they are witness to lived experience, everyday. I will 
engage those struggling, work to create resources for job experience or training to lift the 
impoverished or marginalized to the height they need to be to get out of poverty. 
Kevin Klein: 
No response. 
Grant Nordman: 
No response. 
 
 
 
 



 

Anything further to add? 
Kevin Nichols: 
Over the many years I have lived in Winnipeg, I have seen a multitude of studies done and 
millions spent on consultants and reports.  Some have been money well spent, some nothing 
but money out the window. What all these have in common is that they have established 
resolutions and recommendations, what we have failed to do as a City is follow through on good 
recommendations.  As you pointed out in your document, the City has identified the need for 
affordable housing and yet very little is forthcoming. From my understanding, Habitat for 
Humanity has done more to help with affordable housing than the City. We have developed 
neighbourhoods like Bridgewater, Island Lakes and Ridgewood to name a few, with very little 
mind to affordable housing.  This needs to change! 
Ken St George: 
I will continuously be a social justice warrior, as I am now in the non profit sector, and bring this 
to city hall with me. 

 

Daniel McIntyre 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Josh Brandon: 
The fact that over 100,000 Winnipeggers live in poverty is deplorable. Our city has some of the 
highest concentrations of child poverty of any urban area in Canada.  Earlier this year, more 
than 1,500 Winnipeg residents experiencing homelessness were interviewed as part of the 
Winnipeg Street Census. In a society as wealthy as ours, no resident should live in poverty. 
I believe that every level of government will need to take responsibility for poverty reduction and 
social inclusion.  This means considering how every policy will affect the most vulnerable in our 
society. Municipal policies should be developed and considered within the context of a 
comprehensive poverty reduction strategy.  
If elected, I will work within council to advance a poverty reduction strategy. The strategy should 
include specific actions for groups at greater risk of poverty, including Indigenous people, 
newcomers, women, children, people with disabilities and the LGBT2SQ+ community. 
At a minimum, Winnipeg should match federal poverty reduction targets of 20% less poverty by 
2020 and 50% less poverty by 2030. 
Cindy Gilroy: 
I believe I have been a champion of poverty reduction I have a proven record Including the 
introduction of a low income bus pass motion my motion to look at a poverty strategy my 
advocacy of low income housing my work to maintain transit routes. I have committed my 
personal financial support to community organizations including coffee water and feminine 



 

hygiene products for women in the sex trade.  I have been a leader and I will continue to lead to 
reduce poverty in our city. 
Sarowar Miah: 
No response. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
 
Josh Brandon: 
Poverty reduction and social justice are central to my platform. I want to build a more 
sustainable and more just city that provides an equitable share of services to lower-income 
residents. Everything the city does has impacts on working families and those living in poverty.  

● Throughout this campaign I have been advocating for reliable affordable transit. Last fall, 
City Council voted to raise bus fares by 25 cents, putting transit out of reach for many 
low-income residents. I will advocate for a roll back of this January 2018 increase. 

● Low income residents will also benefit from improved service.  I will work for the 
completion of a frequent service network with maximum 10 minute wait periods within 
core areas and along major corridors throughout the day.  This will help people get to 
work, school or other appointments, especially benefiting workers in precarious and 
lower wage jobs who frequently have irregular schedules in off-peak hours. 

● I will also work towards Winnipeg becoming a living wage city, following the example of 
communities like New Westminster, BC by proposing a Living Wage bylaws.  Winnipeg 
should require all municipal employment, including direct and contract workers, to be 
paid a living wage of at least $14.54 per hour as calculated by the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives.    Winnipeg must show leadership towards making work a path out of 
poverty not a poverty trap. 

● Winnipeg can also support better employment by using social purchasing and providing 
contracts to social enterprises who employ people with barriers to employment. 
Winnipeg should encourage more newcomers, Indiigenous and other underrepresented 
groups to enter the civil service through gateway programs, diversifying the City’s 
workforce. 

● I will support the creation of a dedicated community safety fund to help support 24 hour 
safe spaces or other supports for homeless and extended community centre hours and 
programs.  

● I will work to pass an “access without fear” resolution at City Council to ensure all 
residents, regardless of ethnic origin or citizenship have safe access to city services they 
need. 

Rather than giving multi-million dollar tax-holidays to developers, we must consider how poor 
bus service and fare increases affect those who can’t afford to get to work. Instead of offloading 
our city’s fiscal shortfalls onto the most marginalized members of our community, we should 



 

re-focus municipal resources to create good jobs and grow our economy to make it work for 
everyone. 
Cindy Gilory: 
Low-income bus pass, more low income housing options working on food insecurity and 
community gardens to support families, low-income fee waiver so families can access programs 
and services at city facilities.  Support of social enterprise when dealing with city services are 
some of the actions I would and have taken 
Sarowar Miah: 
No response. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Josh Brandon: 
People living in poverty are the best experts about the programs that will best serve them and 
what will help them exit poverty. As policy makers we must listen to their voices. We also need 
to give the community more input into our budget process. I will provide feedback opportunities 
by partnering with service delivery and community development organizations to promote and 
encourage participation in regular budgeting and policy development meetings within the ward, 
including in inner city parts of the ward which have the highest rates of low income households. 
Cindy Gilroy: 
I have worked with Spence on the 24 hr safe space I worked DMSM on providing grants and 
supplies for the drop in centre.  First and foremost I will listen to those with the lived experience 
and let them tell me what they want and I won’t dictate my own experience on to them.  
Sarowar Miah: 
No response. 
 
Anything further to add? 
Josh Brandon: 
I thank Make Poverty History Manitoba for their leadership in providing over 50 positive policy 
recommendations towards helping Winnipeg become a leader in poverty reduction. These will 
form a strong basis when combined with further public consultation for a comprehensive poverty 
reduction strategy for Winnipeg. 

 

Elmwood - East Kildonan 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Jason Schreyer: 
No response. 



 

Robb Massey: 
I will continue to be a champion for those in Winnipeg who live in poverty as I have done 
through my career in both Christian and secular organizations. I will gladly hear from Winnipeg 
Without Poverty as a strong voice for these initiatives and work with other councillors to develop 
a comprehensive poverty reduction plan. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
 
Jason Schreyer: 
No response. 
Robb Massey: 
I will continue to work with and connect groups who are already working to reduce poverty (and 
its effects) to find solutions that are practical and take advantage of resources we already have 
in place. Effective and affordable bus transit is a key priority for the people of Elmwood - 
especially with its density and high percentage of new Canadians.  By ensuring that transit is no 
longer seen as low tiered transportation, we can improve transit access for everyone. Housing is 
also a key need in Elmwood-EK and I have been supporting the Chalmers Neighbourhood 
Renewal Corporation in assisting renters, landlords, home owners and future home owners to 
grow their knowledge, skills and access resources. Finally food access is a key issue as we 
have experienced our major grocers move to the periphery of the area. It is an important 
objective to ensure access to quality food, especially for those without personal vehicles but for 
everyone who needs to have quality and affordable food within walking distance. I will work with 
business and the community to find solutions. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Jason Schreyer: 
No response. 
Robb Massey: 
I will continue to work with the local organizations (Seniors, Newcomers, Youth, Faith, 
Recreation) to provide opportunities for everyone in Elmwood-EK. Specifically I will help bring 
groups together to reduce redundancy and to increase collaboration. 
 
Anything further to add? 
Robb Massey: 
Thank you for your work to raise these issues and to provide policy alternatives. 
 
 

 



 

Fort Rouge - East Fort Garry 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Stephanie Meilleur: 
Absolutely! 
Sherri Rollins: 
Absolutely, and targets and timelines are particularly important to me. I have made a campaign 
commitment to work towards eliminating poverty in our city by fighting for a comprehensive, 
citywide poverty reduction strategy so that all Winnipeggers have a chance to get ahead. We 
know that poverty is a multifaceted issue that needs to be addressed by focusing on improving 
housing, investing in child care, improving transit, reconciliation, standing up to cuts to social 
services, and a variety of other factors. We need to take into real consideration the proposals 
included in Winni- peg Without Poverty: Calling on the City to Lead report, and work to build a 
more inclusive city for everyone. 
Peter Koroma: 
Yes, I have been and will continue to be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty. This is a 
major part of my platform, falling under the umbrella of "Social Justice." It is my firm belief 
(supported by statistics) that combating poverty and specifically ending homelessness would 
have all kinds of benefits for society, and long-term savings would far outweigh the initial costs 
of tackling these problems. Besides being the right thing to do for our fellow Manitobans, it is 
also good for our economy to house the homeless and find training and employment for the 
poor. We need a long-term poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg, and I would personally lead this 
effort and lobby the Mayor to make it a priority. 
Harry Wolbert: 
If elected, I won't forget about our city's poor and homeless. I will be their champion at City Hall. 
I believe that a Winnipeg without poverty is possible! Furthermore, I believe that the City of 
Winnipeg has a role to play when it comes to eliminating poverty and homelessness in our city. I 
will push for the development and implementation of a Poverty Reduction Plan with targets, 
measurements, and timelines. 
Michael Thompson: 
YES, I will continue to work with community groups, social agencies and higher levels of 
government to address poverty. 
Bryanna Spain: 
No response. 
Jeff Palmer: 
Thank you for inviting me to be a part of the survey.  I strongly believe that a healthy, 
sustainable community is supported by four pillars: 



 

1. a diverse and resilient local economy 
2. a clean and healthy environment 
3. understanding and responding to social issues, and 
4. providing a vibrant cultural experience. 

Action in the 13 areas listed in your email is critical in establishing a sustainable community. 
I support the establishment of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg, including 
identifying areas where the City is well-positioned to act, with progress indicators that have 
targets and timelines.  Addressing poverty requires action on the part of many players and 
levels of government, and I would work to ensure that the City of Winnipeg participates fully in 
the planning and implementation of a poverty reduction plan. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Stephanie Meilleur: 
I currently sit on the Unsafe Panhandling Steering Committee and believe that the 
comprehensive short and long term planning the committee has come up with is a great start. 
Addressing and solving our poverty requires working with local organizations, all three levels of 
government and the sharing of data. 
Sherri Rollins: 
Actions and ideas to reduce poverty need to be rooted in our communities, and the city has an 
important role to play in collaborating with communities around the city to develop a comprehen- 
sive poverty reduction strategy based in the grassroots community. 
I’ve heard first hand from Winnipeggers at the doorstep throughout this campaign that the city 
needs to do a better job of making sure families can put food on the table through a real food 
security plan. Commuters have told me that we need to improve the frequency and reliability of 
transit services while keeping fares low. People who rely on social services have made it clear 
that they want a councillor who will stand up to needless cuts to social services. Renters have 
stressed the need for building more affordable housing in every community across our city. 
My plan for Winnipeggers is a poverty reduction strategy that invests in our services and makes 
it easier for families to make ends meet. I am committed to working with communities at the 
grass- roots to build a comprehensive, citywide poverty reduction strategy that addresses these 
concerns and builds a better city for all Winnipeggers. 
Peter Koroma: 
Housing the homeless requires City Hall to take the lead. No other level of government deals 
with our streets in this city every day, and we are paying for the costs of ambulance fees and 
security issues related to homeless people. Medicine Hat, Alberta was able to house the 
homeless and the rationale their Mayor used is that it costs roughly $20,000 a year to house 
someone, while it can cost up to $100,000 a year in healthcare and social costs to do nothing 
and allow the status quo. 
I will challenge my fellow city councillors to come up with a plan to house the homeless, and 
once we agree on a plan we then reach out to our counterparts in other levels of government to 



 

look at long-term funding. I also support Social Enterprise policies that encourage businesses 
and corporations to take on training poor people for the jobs of the 21st century, then employing 
those people. Ensuring that Affordable Housing is made available in future developments, 
especially Downtown and in Osborne Village, is another policy I support so that working class 
and low-income people can afford to live in these communities. 
Harry Wolbert: 
What actions will I take to help reduce poverty? I will call for the introduction of a low-income 
bus pass. As an anti-poverty advocate and transit user, a "safe, affordable and accessible" 
public transit system is very important to me. I also support a Living Wage Policy for City of 
Winnipeg employees and all contract delivered services. 
Michael Thompson: 
I would start by following up on the 2018 budget commitment that transit would prepare a report 
that would, amongst other things, explore the option of a low-income bus pass. I would also vote 
in favour of initiatives and budget items that would help low income citizens be able to afford 
public services and community recreational programs. (E.g. subsidized swimming lessons, 
passes to local attractions such as the Children's Museum that would be available through the 
public library system). 
Bryanna Spain: 
No response. 
Jeff Palmer: 
My own area of interest and activity has focused on the development of new affordable housing 
units.  I was directly involved in the Bell Hotel redevelopment, Merchants Corner 
redevelopment, and Centre Village housing projects.  I strongly support the Winnipeg Housing 
Rehabilitation Corporation and believe that all levels of government have a role to play when it 
comes to the provision of affordable housing.  I have also been involved with the Boards of 
Westminster Housing Society (I was Past Chair) and am currently on the Board of PAL 
(Performing Arts Lodge) Winnipeg, an organization dedicated to providing affordable housing to 
artists.  
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Stephanie Meilleur: 
Community groups need the tools of data sharing and communication practices. Bringing all 
groups together to achieve goals cohesively is a practice I want to be a part of. 
Sherri Rollins: 
I have an established track record of working with community groups and people whether as a 
policy analyst or a school board trustee. Collaborating with community groups and people with 
lived experience is critical to ensuring a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy actually 
brings about the results we want for our city. Taking an approach that works constructively with 
commu- nities to determine their needs is a key step to reducing poverty. I will ensure that my 
work as city councillor in Fort Rouge – East Fort Garry reflects the needs of neighbourhoods 



 

around the ward, and I will make it a priority to meet with stakeholders and organizations in our 
community dedi- cated to building a better life for those facing the challenges of poverty. 
Peter Koroma: 
I have spent over 30 years working with people who have a lived experience with poverty. I 
have been a community advocate for newcomers and inner-city issues, and now I will take my 
advocacy to City Hall where I will always think about those in society who have the least. As a 
case worker for the province, I dealt with welfare recipients and Child & Family Services issues 
first-hand, and I have always cared about their well-being and tried to help these people and 
families who are down on their luck. 
With so many community groups doing amazing work to support poor people and combat 
poverty, the City needs only to take their hands and ask them how we can make their jobs 
easier. 
We cannot ignore the connection between drugs and poverty too, in many cases otherwise 
affluent people (often young adults) become addicted to meth or another drug and need to go to 
the streets to get their fix. I have heard too many heartbreaking stories while campaigning, and 
that's why I support a safe injection site to take these drug addicts off the streets and get them 
into rehab. Business as usual is simply unacceptable at this point. 
Harry Wolbert: 
As a City Councillor, How will I work with community groups and people with "lived experience" 
of poverty? I'll start by making a Winnipeg without poverty a priority of mine. I will actively 
engage with all stakeholders to establish a shared vision, priorities, and policy directions for the 
City of Winnipeg.  I will listen to all stakeholders and take their issues and concerns seriously. 
According to the latest street census, homelessness has been on the rise in Winnipeg. I find this 
unacceptable! The issues of poverty and homelessness can no longer be ignored by our local 
politicians. It is time for action! 
Michael Thompson: 
I would begin by listening to the needs of community members who are living with or have lived 
with the reality of poverty. I would support community groups through initiatives such as the Per 
Capita Grant, Community Incentive Grant and the Land Dedication Reserve Fund. I would work 
with and lobby higher levels of government and non-government organizations such as Local 
Investment Toward Employment (LITE) to advance an anti-poverty agenda. 
Bryanna Spain: 
No response. 
Jeff Palmer: 
I will champion a Winnipeg Without Poverty, but I also know that there are other candidates 
running in the election that have more direct experience on the issue.  I believe that there are 
others who can do a better job moving the issue forward, with my full support. I would prefer to 
focus my efforts where I have experience including the provision of affordable housing.  I 
believe that community organizations are full partners in the provision of affordable housing, and 
enjoy working directly with communities to ensure that the projects we build are supported by 
and meet the needs of residents. 



 

 
 
Anything further to add? 
Stephanie Meilleur: 
I am so proud of End homelessness Winnipeg and the work they are doing. I want you to send 
me to City Hall so I can join the team to end poverty 
Sherri Rollins: 
I want to thank Make Poverty History Manitoba for their dedicated work to eliminate poverty in 
our city. We need to take real action on poverty reduction and work with communities facing 
poverty by addressing its underlying causes. By standing up to cuts to social services and work- 
ing to provide community organizations with the resources they need as part of a 
comprehensive poverty reduction strategy in our city, including restorative justice, we can make 
a real difference in the lives of Winnipeg families struggling to make ends meet. 
Peter Koroma: 
This is an issue that is near and dear to me, as I have been working with poor people and 
newcomers for three decades in this city - helping with everything from Housing to Child and 
Family Services issues to Immigration filings. I believe there are many ways City Hall can do 
more to combat poverty with the right political leadership, and I will advocate for those solutions 
if elected City Councillor for Fort Rouge-East Fort Garry. 
Harry Wolbert: 
My campaign theme is: Everyone in our city matters! That includes our city's poor and 
homeless. 
Michael Thompson: 
My platform is to “MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE FOR EVERYONE.” We can only do that by 
working to make life better for our citizens including those who live in poverty. We can, through 
stakeholder collaboration, make our community institutions and our city services more 
accessible, efficient, and affordable for all Winnipeggers regardless of socioeconomic status. 
We can provide more support for community centres so that they can continue to provide 
important programs that help our communities to be safe and energized. I believe that everyone 
deserves to be listened to and to be treated with dignity and respect regardless of their 
socio-economic status and I will fight hard for that value. 
If you need anything else, please let me know.  I respect what you are advocating and thank 
you for highlighting an issue that does not receive enough attention. 
Jeff Palmer: 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your questions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Mynarski 
Ross Eadie 
Greg Littlejohn 
Micheal Wiens 
Dave Capar: 
No responses from any candidates. 

 

North Kildonan 
Andrew Podolecki 
Jeff Browaty: 
No responses from any candidates. 

 

Old Kildonan 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Kaur Sidhu: 
No response. 
Devi Sharma: 
No response. 
Bradley Gross: 
yes as fast as possible 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Kaur Sidhu: 
No response. 
Devi Sharma: 
No response. 
Bradley Gross: 
i will talk to the people who have the best knowledge of this and help who wants to be helped 
 
 
 



 

How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Kaur Sidhu: 
No response. 
Devi Sharma: 
No response. 
Bradley Gross: 
i will have open door policy 
 
Anything further to add? 
Bradley Gross: 
thanks 

 

Point Douglas 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 

 
Dean Koshelanyk: 
No response. 
Vivian Santos: 
POINT DOUGLAS HAS DEFINITELY SOME POVERTY CHALLENGES, AND I AM 
COMMITTED TO SUPPORT LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WHO ASSIST IN THE REDUCTION 
OF POVERTY SUCH AS,  WINNIPEG HOUSING & HOMELISSNESS INITIATIVE, as well as 
END HOMELINESS WINNIPEG 
Kate Sjoberg: 
Yes. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Dean Koshelanyk: 
No response. 
Vivian Santos: 
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT LOCAL INITIATIVES, THERE ARE MANY AMAZING GROUPS IN 
THE CITY THAT HELP REDUCE POVERTY THAT ARE COMMUNITY DRIVEN, AND I CAN 
HELP THEM BY PROVIDING ASSISTANCE WHERE I CAN. 
Kate Sjoberg: 
In the Winnipeg Without Poverty Plan, I will support calls 

● 1a 
● 1b 



 

● 1c 
● 1d 
● 1e 
● 2a 
● 2b 
● 2c 
● 2d 
● 2f 
● 2b 
● 3b 
● 3cii 
● 3d 
● 3e 
● 4a 
● 5a 
● 5e 
● 5f 
● 6b 
● 6c 
● 6d 
● 7b 
● 7c 
● 8b 
● 8c 
● 8d 
● 8e 
● 9ai 
● 9aii 
● 9a 
● 9aiv 
● 9avi 
● 10a 
● 10b 
● 10c 
● 10d 
● 11a 
● 11bi 
● 11bii 
● 11biv 
● 12b 
● 12c 



 

● 12d 
● 13a 
● 13b 

I will explore/learn more about calls 
● 2e 
● 3a 
● 3ci 
● 5d 
● 6a 
● 7a 
● 8a 
● 9aiii 
● 9av 
● 12a 

I am open to the following calls, however, there may be better ways of reaching the same 
ultimate goal. 

● 5b 
● 5c 
● 11biii 

 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
 
Dean Koshelanyk: 
No response. 
Vivian Santos: 
ONCE I BECOME CITY COUNCILLOR, I WOULD LIKE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH 
GROUPS TO SEE HOW MYSELF AND THE CITY CAN HELP MORE 
Kate Sjoberg: 
As a community organizer, I most appreciate bringing people together with a common goal, and 
then moving forward together. At this point, my priorities would be to bring together 
organizations that can work together with city support to address our challenges with addiction, 
and working with the Rooming House Organizing Committee. 
 
Anything further to add? 
Vivian Santos: 
THANK YOU FOR THE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND. POINT DOUGLAS IS VERY 
DIVERSE WARD WITH MANY DIFFERENT ISSUES, AND I WANT TO DO MY BEST TO 
REPRESENT EVERY ONE IN THE WARD. 
Kate Sjoberg: 
I commit to supporting Thunderbird House to repair the building and develop a plan for activities 
on the site, and that reach out into the surrounding area. 



 

Thank you for your work laying out this strategy. 
 

River Heights - Fort Garry 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
John Orlikow: 
I am committed to reducing poverty in Winnipeg.  
Gary Lenko: 
Yes I will become a champion for a Winnipeg without poverty. I will commit to implementing an 
all-inclusive strategy that is community-based and advocate for social benefits that provide full 
coverage for rent and that raise recipients above the poverty level. I believe every initiative must 
have targets and set timelines to ensure that progress is being made in a timely manner and 
adjust the plan as needed to reach as many people as possible. It is important to get the word 
out in the community so that people in need know where to turn. At times, program funding is 
not used to the maximum because the target audience is not being reached. 
Garth Steek: 
No response. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
John Orlikow: 
During my time as a city councillor, I’ve been dedicated to building strong communities through 
my actions, such as:  

● As chair of the Property and Development, Heritage and Downtown Development 
Standing Policy Committee, I have been able to work with stakeholders to ensure 
affordable housing is developed within projects 

● I am a member of the Affordable Housing Committee  
● I support our local community centres and public green spaces with grants to improve 

recreational facilities in all corners of our city 
● I engaged my fellow councillors to explore and develop options for an affordable bus 

pass system 
● I’ve worked with grassroots community members and groups to find proactive ways to 

increase safety within our ward  
● I’ve worked to preserve public spaces and buildings and convert them into child care 

centres to increase the number of available daycare spaces 
Should I be re-elected, I’m committed to continuing this work and finding new initiatives that 
support reducing poverty.   



 

Gary Lenko: 
I will bring a motion to implement free transit for children, youth, seniors, persons with 
disabilities and people with low-income. I will advocate to increase city funding and secure 
funding for affordable housing from the federal government through its array of affordable 
housing programs. I would work with the provincial government to access additional funding for 
mental health services and addiction treatment facilities. The province must be forced to 
assume a greater responsibility for eliminating poverty than it has in the past. Implement a 
program for Indigenous peoples moving to the city from the North and other remote 
communities that is similar to those available to newcomers but with a culturally appropriate 
focus. Expand on the initiatives to reduce poverty that our city is currently operating. Research 
what other municipalities are doing and implement programs that are working.  
Garth Steek: 
No response. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
John Orlikow: 
I grew up with a lifelong belief in public service. With my early employment in education and 
employment readiness, I understand the need to provide everyone with the tools they need to 
participate in all aspects of life in our city. As a city councillor, I will continue to work with local 
stakeholders and community members to remove the barriers to accessing employment 
opportunities and to reduce the social issues that underscore poverty in our city. 
Gary Lenko: 
I will listen. I will respect them and work with them to find solutions. People who live or have 
lived in poverty know what is needed to survive, encouraging their participation in planning 
discussions must be part of all poverty reduction efforts. 
Garth Steek: 
No response. 
 
Anything further to add? 
John Orlikow: 
Many of the ideas I have helped implement have come from grassroots organizations. As a city 
councillor, I will continue to listen to ideas that come from those on the front lines and advance 
the needs of the community for the betterment of us all. 
Gary Lenko: 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to respond to your coalition's  questions and for sharing 
information on this critical issue. I support your coalition and will get involved to pressure the 
province to do its part if I’m elected and if not as a private citizen. Keep up the great work. 
Garth Steek: 
No response. 

 



 

St. Boniface 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Matt Allard: 
No response. 
Marcel Boille: 
Winnipeg without poverty. Poverty is not just a municipal problem, but is a provincial and federal 
problem, and there is no way a city can obtain  that status on the back of property tax payers. 
As elected officials we have to sit down with all levels of government to address the root of the 
problem. Many people come to the city because they have no future in their own communities. 
There is no magic wand that we can wave when they arrive here. Locally many people end up 
in poverty because high taxes make a lot of housing un-affordable. From personal experience, 
in the last 4 years homeowners have had to pay aprox 1300.00 more in taxes, but my pension 
has not gone up even one quarter of that. 
So yes I would like to work with all governments to solve this problem, but I would not be 
prepared to have overtaxed property owners foot the bill. One way for city to at least cushion the 
blow on poverty is to stop spending taxpayers money on useless project that are nice to have 
but not required, so that we have some money to allocate to this cause. Believe me I know 
poverty all to well, have lived in it most of my life and raised 3 wonderful children. This city and 
most cities are cruel to poverty, but the blame belongs more to the provincial and federal 
government because municipalities have very limited sources of income.  
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Matt Allard: 
No response. 
Marcel Boille: 
No response. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Matt Allard: 
No response. 
Marcel Boille: 
No response. 

 



 

St. James 
Scott Gillingham 
Kurt Morton 
Shawn Dobson: 
No responses from any candidates. 

 

St. Norbert - Seine River 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 

 
Chris Davis: 
No response. 
Markus Chambers: 
No response. 
Glenn Churchill: 
No response. 
Nancy Cooke: 
No response. 
Nikolas Joyal: 
I promise that I will work towards toward creating a Winnipeg Without Poverty, however I cannot 
commit to leading this issue as a newly elected councillor. While I will support a comprehensive 
plan, I feel like it would be most effective if done in conjunction with other levels of government, 
community groups and organizations, and charities and outreach groups. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Chris Davis: 
No response. 
Markus Chambers: 
No response. 
Glenn Churchill: 
No response. 
Nancy Cooke: 
No response. 
Nikolas Joyal: 



 

A low-income bus pass would be of great benefit, but lower transit fares for all users should be 
the goal. I would like to see the city pursue a policy requiring restaurants and grocery stores to 
save and donate unused food instead of throwing it out. This food can then be given to food 
banks and shelters. The city should also work with the provincial government and other cities in 
the province to develop a signle strategy regarding eliminating poverty, instead of there being 
multiple competing strategies. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Chris Davis: 
No response. 
Markus Chambers: 
No response. 
Glenn Churchill: 
No response. 
Nancy Cooke: 
No response. 
Nikolas Joyal: 
Community groups are able to build more personal connections with those that are struggling 
than the city can, and the city should leverage this in order to better determine what is or isn’t 
working, and what else is needed. These groups can also offer services that the city can’t or 
currently doesn’t. People with lived experience of poverty are the ones in the best position to 
educate city officials with what helped them get out of it, or why they are still in it. Listening to 
these individuals will better inform what the strategies the city will implement and prioritize. I will 
listen to the advice and needs of community and experiences of those that have lived with 
poverty when making decisions on the subject, as they know far more about the subject than I 
do. 

 

St. Vital 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Brian Mayes: 
I will commit to continue to work to reduce poverty in Winnipeg. I think this Council has taken 
action in certain areas - such as homelessness - to work towards this.  A comprehensive plan 
would be great but it really rests on the other levels of government - which have far greater 
resources - to take the lead. 
Baljeet Sharma: 



 

Thanks for your e mail regarding issues related to poverty and its repercussions on various 
aspects of life. I am aware of situation and acknowledge that it does require attention. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Brian Mayes: 
Specific actions. Continue to support grants to address homelessness and support for Siloam 
Mission. I would like City to support Main St Project capital campaign.  I am very proud that l led 
the creation of the City’s new Food Council which is trying to increase viability of community 
gardens in low income areas. Continue to support youthunited@winnipeg, a new City funded 
program that brings together inner city and suburban youth to work/ study in the City’s core. 
Baljeet Sharma: 
As you mentioned that some work has been done in this area and it needs to be carried on. I do 
assure you issues of this nature that has direct effect on people wiil be given priority. 
 
How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Brian Mayes: 
In terms of relating , I continue to support the work of the Barbara Mitchell Family Resource 
Centre on Morrow, the area in my ward with the lowest median income. 
Baljeet Sharma: 
Again i can only help if i have your support only. 
 
Anything further to add? 
Brian Mayes: 
I was pleased to write this week to commit financial support ( if re-elected) to a program 
designed by Kate Sjoberg for low income families in St Vital with students in the Louis Riel 
School Division. Poverty exists in the suburbs - and we need to realize this and address it and I 
am proud to see the school division taking this initiative, 
Baljeet Sharma: 
Thanking you with an appeal to galvanize the support of all concerned organisations to come 
forward with full support so that issued can be addressed. 

 

Transcona 
Will you be a champion for a Winnipeg Without Poverty and commit to leading the 
development of a comprehensive poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg with progress 
indicators that have targets and timelines? 
 
Alex Allard: 
No response. 



 

Shawn Nason: 
No response. 
Basil Evan: 
No response. 
Raymond Ulasy: 
No response. 
Sandeep Sharma: 
No response. 
Steven Lipischak: 
No response. 
Shane Geschiere: 
No response. 
Wally Welechenko: 
I would love to be involved in the process and solution of a poverty reduction plan for Winnipeg. 
Targets and goals are a main structure in accomplishing any project. Although timelines 
sometimes are difficult to work within due to many unseen hurdles, the goal must always remain 
in sight. 
 
What specific actions will you take to reduce poverty in Winnipeg via the City of 
Winnipeg? 
Alex Allard: 
No response. 
Shawn Nason: 
No response. 
Basil Evan: 
No response. 
Raymond Ulasy: 
No response. 
Sandeep Sharma: 
No response. 
Steven Lipischak: 
No response. 
Shane Geschiere: 
No response. 
Wally Welechenko: 
We know and understand what causes poverty, so therefor we should know how to control the 
causes as well as knowing what the consequences will be should we ignore them.  Proper 
wages, opportunities, resource commitments, and implementation of a plan, are necessary for 
we as a council to reach our planned goals. 
 
 



 

How will you work with community groups and people with lived experience of poverty? 
Alex Allard: 
No response. 
Shawn Nason: 
No response. 
Basil Evan: 
No response. 
Raymond Ulasy: 
No response. 
Sandeep Sharma: 
No response. 
Steven Lipischak: 
No response. 
Shane Geschiere: 
No response. 
Wally Welechenko: 
I feel that it would be important to take an approach to make sure that all have sufficient food, 
clothing,  housing, and other material resources and services required to maintain a proper 
standard of living. 

 

Waverley West 
Janice Lukes (acclaimed candidate): 
No response. 

 
  
 


